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PROFILE

Mr. Leech is one of the founding partners of the firm. He has an extensive practice in the areas of products
liability, employment, insurance coverage, toxic tort and commercial and business litigation.

Mr. Leech has represented major corporations and insurers in product liability matters involving chemical,
pharmaceutical, manufacturing and consumer product industries. He has tried cases involving such diverse
products as motorcycles, ethical pharmaceutical products, specialty chemicals, punch presses and many
other products.

In the area of ethical pharmaceutical products, Mr. Leech defended Merrill Dow Pharmaceuticals, Inc., in
litigation involving its product Bendectin, and tried one of the first Bendectin cases Oxendine v. Merrill Dow
Pharmaceuticals, Inc. in the Superior Court of the District of Columbia. Mr. Leech also defended Warner-
Lambert Company in product liability actions involving its product, Dilantin. In this case, Plaintiffs filed a
Petition for Class Certification which would have created a national class if it had been granted. The class
was defeated in December of 1997. Mr. Leech has also represented Johnson & Johnson and Pharmacia &
Upjohn in pharmaceutical and medical device product liability litigation.

Mr. Leech has been active in the defense of employment-related litigation for the last twenty years. He
represented American Standard Corporation in the first case in which the Court of Appeals of Maryland
recognized a cause of action for "abusive discharge." He represented Marriott Corporation in a cause of
action brought by a discharged executive-level employee which included claims for breach of contract, breach
of implied contract, defamation and which prayed for punitive damages. After more than four weeks of trial in
the United States District Court for the District of Maryland, the jury returned a verdict in favor of Marriott
Corporation on all causes of action. Mr. Leech has defended cases involving allegations of employment
discrimination for American Standard, Canteen Corporation, Denny’s and Lexington Insurance Company
among others.

In the area of insurance coverage, Mr. Leech represented the Travelers Indemnity Company in a declaratory
judgement action involving 44 insurance carriers pending in the United States District Court for the District of
Maryland, Nationwide v. Lafarge Corporation, et al. Civil Action No.: H-90-2390. This case involved an
underlying claim for over $100,000,000.00 in damages related to the premature deterioration of reinforced
concrete railroad ties being used by all of the railroads in the Northeast corridor. Lafarge Corporation was
seeking reimbursement of its cost of defense in an amount exceeding $27,000,000.00. Many of the issues
were resolved on Cross Motions for Summary Judgment but a trial involving the fairness and reasonableness
of expenses incurred by counsel for Lafarge Corporation was conducted before Judge Alexander Harvey, Il
and a jury in the United States District Court for the District of Maryland resulting in a jury verdict which saved
Mr. Leech’s client over $8,000,000.00.

Mr. Leech has provided insurance coverage opinion letters and has litigated insurance coverage issues on
behalf of many insurance carriers including Travelers, Scottsdale, GEICO, MAIF and self-insureds such as
National Car Rental.




In the area of toxic tort litigation, Mr. Leech has represented The Dow Chemical Company, Dow Brands and
Dow Elanco against claims relating to various chemicals and consumer products, including insecticides such
as Dursban. In Kahn v. Dow Elanco, Mr. Leech represented Dow Elanco in the United States District Court for
the District of Maryland in claims involving the development of Multiple Chemical Sensitivity Syndrome as a
result of alleged Dursban exposure.

As part of his commercial and business litigation practice, Mr. Leech has represented the owner of closely
held corporations and partnerships and joint ventures involving a dispute with the estate of the client’s ex-
partner, ex-co-owner and ex-joint venturer. As a result of that representation, Mr. Leech defended ERISA
claims in the United States District Court for the District of Maryland and suits involving valuation of
partnership and corporate assets and property as well as issues regarding the control of the closely held
corporation. Mr. Leech has handled litigation involving commercial leases and the rights of minority
shareholders in the Court of Special Appeals and the Court of Appeals of Maryland. Mr. Leech has defended
one condemnation trial to verdict involving the valuation of a commercial property in Baltimore City. Mr. Leech
has also tried to verdict a case involving a bankers blanket bond in which he represented a commercial bank
against its surety company.

EDUCATION

College of Wooster (B.A., 1964)

The Columbus School of Law of the Catholic University of America (J.D., 1968)

COURT ADMISSIONS

Court of Appeals of Maryland

District of Columbia Court of Appeals

Supreme Court of the United States of America

United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit

United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit
United States District Court for the District of Maryland

United States District Court for the District of Columbia

MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

American Bar Association (Litigation Section - Co-Chairman, Federal Procedure Committee
TIPS Section)

Maryland State Bar Association (Board of Governors 1975-1976, 1990-1992, 1995-1997)
Bar Association of Baltimore City, Inc. (President 1989-1990)

The District of Columbia Bar Association

The Fourth Circuit Judicial Conference

Maryland Association of Defense Trial Counsel

Defense Research Institute

American Board of Trial Advocates

American Bar Foundation (Fellow)

Maryland Bar Foundation (Fellow)

Baltimore Bar Foundation (Fellow and Director)

Bar Associations Insurance Trust (Trustee)

Rule Day Law Club

Loophole Law Club
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Nationwide v. Lafarge Corporation, et al., 910 F. Supp. 1004 (D. Md. 1996)
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